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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA CORAL REEF WATCH

...Zero thermal stress on corals...

Situation and forecast Sunscreen may be killing corals

Preliminary data indicate that sea surface temperature (SST) around It turns out that our choice of lotions for
Antigua and Barbuda is above normal for December. The mean SST is  snorkelling may be harming our priceless
around 28.0 °C (82.4 °F). However, this is well below the bleaching endangered corals. A not so recent paper in
threshold of 29.6 °C (85.3 °F), which is expected for this time of theyear.  Springer by Downs, C.A., Kramarsky-Winter, E.,
This means that the thermal stress on corals has reduced to zero; hence, Segal, R. et al. indicates that the chemical
no advisories are in effect. The SST is about 0.8 °C (1.4 °F) higher than  Oxybenzone found in sunscreens and other
usual for December. The sea surface has cooled by around 0.4 °C (0.7 personal-care products, which protects us from
°F) over the last month. The record high SST for December of 28.8 °C  the sun’s harmful rays, may be contributing to the
(83.8 °F), was observed in 1962. destruction of coral reefs. Oxybenzone is

- - . described as a photo-toxicant, genotoxicant and a
@N Lesward Caribbean Islands Sutez\gﬁeesgc;rzul;éeochmq Alert Area and Outloak Ske|eta| endocrine disruptor, WhICh are a” bad fOr‘
corals. It exacerbates coral bleaching, damage
their DNA and cause death among other
problems, click for more.
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¥ Current Caral Bleaching Alert Level Why ShOUld we Care?

Warning

Coral reefs are especially important given their

Goral Bizaching Alert Level immeasurable contribution to tourism, fisheries,
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leisure and disaster risk reduction. Click on the
maps below to see the location of our coral reefs:

Coral Bleaching Alert Level
Qutlock Weeks 5—8
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No thermal stress is anticipated over through April (see above) and

certainly not before summer 2017 (see update). Related resources:

e Recent 30-day SST anomaly animation
The rest of the region e Education and outreach

e Subscribe | Past Issues
The thermal stress levels across the Caribbean, as of December 28,
2016, like Antigua and Barbuda, is at zero. No thermal stress is
anticipated before June: January 2016 to April 2017 (See also Caribbean
Coral Reef Watch).

NOAA Coral Reef Watch methodology
For more information, contact:
dale_destin@yahoo.com

Antigua and Barbuda Coral (ABC) Reef Watch


http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/bleaching5km/images_archive/b05kmnn_sst_20161225_crb_930x580.gif
http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/education/tutorial/crw22_bleachingthreshold.php
http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/education/tutorial/crw22_bleachingthreshold.php
http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/bleaching5km/images_archive/b05kmnn_sst_20161225_crb_930x580.gif
https://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/bleachingoutlook_cfs/archive_webpage/outlook_cfs_post20161227_caribbean.php
http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/vs/gauges/leeward_caribbean.php
https://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/bleaching5km/images_archive/b05kmnn_max_r07d_baa_20161228_crb_930x580.gif
https://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/bleaching5km/images_archive/b05kmnn_max_r07d_baa_20161228_crb_930x580.gif
https://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/bleachingoutlook_cfs/archive_webpage/outlook_cfs_post20161227_caribbean.php
http://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/climate-bulletins/coral-reef-watch/
http://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/climate-bulletins/coral-reef-watch/
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00244-015-0227-7
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00244-015-0227-7
http://www.endangeredspeciesinternational.org/coralreefs5.html
http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/bleaching5km/animation_current/ssta_animation_30day_crb_930x580.gif
http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/education/index.php
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11H4UDT5z0E0I63C9L3pXbA5uaRiAexBkaEWuKKdPxP0/viewform
http://www.antiguamet.com/Climate/ARCHIVE/climate_ABCReefWatch_archive.html
http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/methodology/methodology.php
mailto:dale_destin@yahoo.com
http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov/satellite/index.php
http://www.antiguamet.com/climate
http://www.meer.org/ebook/crbarbud.gif
http://www.meer.org/ebook/crantigu.gif

